Self-mutilation of the tongue in a patient with schizophrenia.
Attempts at tongue replantation are rare, possibly because of the friable nature of the tongue vasculature. We describe the successful replantation of the tongue in a patient with schizophrenia who attempted self-mutilation. Anastomosis of the right deep lingual artery and vein was performed under microscopy. To ensure that the patient did not make another mutilation attempt, he was kept under sedation in the intensive care unit, and a Denhardt mouth gag was placed for 5 days. Currently, his pronunciation is close to normal, and he has recovered some degree of somatic and gustatory sensation. It may be argued that the amputated tongue should be discarded; however, successful replantation can be achieved with high satisfaction for the patient and family, especially in a psychiatric patient.